Panama (1878-)

A republic occupying the Isthmus of Panama, between North and South America. The area was a department of the Republic of
Colombia until 1903 when U.S. intervention to secure independence. The new Panamanian government immediately conceded to
the United States a 10-mile wide strip of land bisecting the isthmus. Construction of the Panama Canal began the following year

and was completed in 1914. Panama assumed political sovereignty in the Canal Zone on Oct. 1, 1979.
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