Papua New Guinea (1975

Independent state occupying the eastern half of the island of New Guinea, in the western Pacific Ocean, north of Australia. The
southern portion of the country, Papua, was united administratively with the northern U.N. mandate of New Guinea in 19489, as
Papua and New Guinea. In 1972, the name of the territory became simply Papua New Guinea. In 1974, it achieved self-
government under Australian authority and, in 1975, became independent.
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