New Caledonia (1859- )

An isiand in the southwes! Pacific Ocean, approximately 1,000 miles northeast of Sydney, Australia. New Caledonia was annexed
by France in 1853 and administered from Tahitl until 1860, when It became a separate colony. In 1984 France granted intemal
autopomy to New Caledonia, with the possibility of eventual independence, Direct French authority was reestablished in 1588, with
the promise of a referendum on self-government being hald in 19988
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